Many refugees and asylum seekers want to stay in the countries they have escaped to. In many countries, including the UK, this can be a long and sometimes difficult process. The first step is to get legal advice from a solicitor. Your solicitor will advise you about what you need to do. This is just the first stage and you will need others to support you. You can find out about other people’s experiences by watching a short video from Solomon and reading about Paul’s experiences below. 

Many people spend time living in immigration centres. People can be threatened with deportation back to the countries they have come from. Sometimes this is illegal but it happens anyway, as the stories of Solomon and Paul show. Their stories also show that they got other people involved in helping them. Solomon asked his local newspaper in Lancaster to write about his experiences; Paul had friends and supporters who acted for him. 

Solomon was deported to Ethiopia, but his solicitor went to court and Solomon was brought back to the UK. The government put Paul on a flight to Uganda but his supporters found out which flight he was on. They showed the airline the court order which said he could legally stay and they would not take him. 

Both these stories are about anti-deportation campaigns. In these campaigns you need to have the details about your case set out clearly. You need other people to help you. There are a lot of things to do. Your campaign can involve contacting newspapers, radio and social media and getting official support from someone like your Member of Parliament. As the stories show, these cases can be successful. 

